
Page 8 



Page 1 

 USS Sampson Newsletter 
Winter - 2022 

USS Sampson DDG-10 Reunion Group

Contents 
Membership ........................................................... 1
Pensacola Information Websites ........................... 1
Reunion Information............................................ 1
Sampson Ship’s Store ........................................... 2
(Optional) Order Form ........................................... 2
Sea Stories ............................................................ 3
Why I Joined the Navy ........................................... 3
Treasurer Report ................................................... 3
Group Officers ....................................................... 3
DesVets / Tin Can Sailors ...................................... 4
USS Orleck Latest News ....................................... 4
Service Reactions .................................................. 4
Ship Comparison ................................................... 5
FYI - Space Force Ranks ...................................... 5
Sampson Reunion Registration Form ................ 6

Membership
     Ron Stevens is our membership chairman and 
maintains the group roster, which is available to all 
active members.   
     However, the updated roster was not available 
in time for this newsletter.  If you have a specific 
request, contact Ron Stevens. 
     Be sure to keep your dues up-to-date and keep 
Ron informed of any of your information changes 
such as your email, phone, address, etc.  The dues 
are reasonable and email is our primary means of 
communication  with active members.  

Also, consider “Life Membership” as an easy 
and reasonable way to keep listed as active. 
     You can contact Ron Stevens at: 

   1327 Leona St 
   Santa Maria, CA   93454 
 (805) 922-3151 
ronbo55@aol.com

Pensacola Information Websites
Naval Aviation Museum 

https://www.navalaviationmuseum.org/
LightHouse & Maritime museum: 

https://www.pensacolalighthouse.org/
Tthings to do list: 

https://www.busytourist.com/things-to-do-in-
pensacola-fl/

Reunion Information
     (see Sampson Reunion Registration Form) 
     Bill and his wife Carol have set up our 2022 
reunion in Pensacola for August 18th to 21st. 
     We currently have over 30 rooms set aside for 
our reunion, dates August 18th to 21st, 2022 at the: 

Hyatt Place Pensacola Airport 
161 Airport Lane 
Pensacola, FL 32504, US
1 + 850 483 5599

     The rooms are $149 (plus 16% tax) per night 
either for a king or for two queen beds.  
     We will also have access to a hospitality room 
starting 16:00 on Thursday the 18th.  
     To book a room use th1s link: 
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/florida/hyatt-
place-pensacola-airport/pnszp?corp_id=G-SAMP

     Click BOOK NOW and select the event dates. 
The group code "G-SAMP" is already built in.    

     The reunion fee is $50 each and the banquet is 
$37 each. 
     The banquet will be buffet style and consist of: 

 Appetizers – Crab cakes and spring rolls 
 Meats – Herb-Dusted Round of Beef and 

Citrus Mahi Mahi Filet 
 Sides – Mixed green salad, Roasted 

Vegetable Medley, Parsley New Potatoes, 
Dinner Rolls and Butter with Tea, 
Lemonade and Water available 

 Dessert – Cake

Planned activities:

 Friday, 19 Aug -  Naval Air Museum 
 Saturday, 20 Aug - Pensacola Bay Cruise

Note: The Pensacola Naval Air Base has entrance 
restrictions.  See Error! Reference source not 
found. for details of both activities. 

mailto:ronbo55@aol.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.navalaviationmuseum.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cff169ff33582412577c608d929bc8066%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637586711861028987%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ZLPVHwqddqNLdWK68fWOkvbKwWTZDG9blF6rK2kan%2Fk%3D&reserved=0
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.busytourist.com%2Fthings-to-do-in-pensacola-fl%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cff169ff33582412577c608d929bc8066%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637586711861038979%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EmDZFPvxEJ3DJy%2FC%2FnC86u9M4hdmrOJnmZuuWOf3Cfw%3D&reserved=0
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/hotel/florida/hyatt-place-pensacola-airport/pnszp?corp_id%3DG-SAMP&data=04%7c01%7c%7cecfc85b643f14db8423d08d9786bb677%7c84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7c1%7c0%7c637673226293879820%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=nxoIdjkaQ8KOvE2eyTg40sTVJ0ygXxkRnW/DfM7RXrc%3D&reserved=0
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Sampson Ship’s Store

USS Sampson
Winter Hat            $11.00
(closed back)

USS Sampson
Summer Hat        $11,00
(web back)

USS Sampson
Watch Cap           $7.00

NAVY
Cap          $11.00

Golf Shirt

Dark Blue

( M,L,XL,2XL)

$19.00

Sampson Cruise Book CDs 

Books on CDs available:

66, 67, 69-70, 71, 72-75, 77-78, 
79, 85, 86-87, 88 and 90-91  

$5.00
(each book)

(+ $3 shipping)

General Ship’s Store Shipping:
One item   -

Each additional item   -
$6.00
$5.00

1 

(Optional) Order Form 
Item Price Quantity Total

Hats
Sampson - Winter $11
Sampson - Summer $11
Sampson Watch Cap $7
Work Hat - NAVY $11

Sampson Golf Shirts 
Medium $19
Large $19
X-Large $19
2XL-Large $19

Sampson Cruise Books
1966 $5
1967 $5
1969-1970 $5
1971 $5
1972-1975 $5
1977-1978 $5
1979 $5
1985 $5
1986-1987 $5
1988 $5
1991 $5

General Shipping
One item

Additional for CDs
$6
$3

Each additional item $5

TOTAL

Name:___________________________________ 
Street ___________________________________ 
City ________________  State ___  Zip ________ 
Phone ___________________________________ 
Email ____________________________________ 

Make check payable to: 
 USS Sampson DDG10   
Mail to: 

Bill Sargent    
             611 Dozier Rd 
             Ardmore, AL   35739-9588 
Contact: 

 (256) 420-6753
              Email: bcsargent@ardmore.net

mailto:bcsargent@ardmore.net
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Sea Stories 

     I reintroduced this section in the last newsletter.  
Besides sharing these stories in the newsletter, I 
also save these stories as the group’s historian. 
      Jim Carr supplied the following:    

(from USS Sampson DDG10 History) 
Aug 28 - Boarded and searched vessel – identified 
prohibited cargo and goods intended for Sudan. 
Consisted of vehicles taken from Kuwait of various 
types. After a 3 day wait with the ship, the ship was 
ordered back to Aqaba, Jordan and not allowed to 
transport the war plunder to The Sudan.. This was the 
first vessel diverted as part of Dessert Shield. Sampson’s 
boarding and search operation were highlighted during 
an ABC newscast with Peter Jennings 
(from Jim Carr) 
As Ops Boss, I was the boarding officer along with 
my CIC Officer. I will never forget the first boarding. 
We stopped the ship on the midwatch, after a 
couple hours sleep I led the boarding party since 
for the first boarding higher authority would not 
allow a night boarding. In time night boardings were 
allowed and we conducted some.  We had SUCAP 
at 17,000 feet circling and the Admiral  on a cruiser 
watching the operation. The RORO vessel did not 
have any prohibited goods and was allowed to 
proceed. 
(note)
VADM (Ret) Bill Sullivan includes a couple of 
chapters on the time he commanded Sampson, 
The book is entitled “Sea Detail” and is available 
from many different sellers of books.  

Why I Joined the Navy
      I added this section after the last newsletter. I 
am looking for one or two sentences describing 
why you joined the Navy.  
     Send your reason for joining the Navy to 
tedunser@hotmail.com and I will include them in 
the upcoming newsletters 

Treasurer Report
The Treasurer’s Report was not available for this 
newsletter.  If you have a specific question, contact: 

 Bill Sargent at  
 (256) 420-6753 
bcsargent@ardmore.net

Group Officers  
     The elected officers of the USS Sampson 
Reunion Group are the president, vice president, 
secretary and treasurer. The chairman for 
membership, ship-store, newsletter, historian, 
member at large and reunions are all appointed if 
not elected. 
     If you are interested in any of these positions, be 
sure to let that be known to someone so you will be 
nominated at the next reunion general meeting.  
     The by-laws describe the duties of each 
position. Also, feel free to contact any of the officers 
directly to get an idea of their responsibilities and 
how they operate. 

Mike Pindell
 President
 By-Laws 

Chairman

Mike Pindell  (85-90)
11555 Monument Lake
Circle
Jacksonville, FL   32225-2444
 (904) 626-4195
mpindell@bellsouth.net

Dawson “Blackie” 
Blackmore
 Vice President
 Website Liaison
 Master at Arms

Dawson (Blackie) Blackmore.  
(64-66) 
6107 39th CT East
Bradenton, FL 3420-1640
 (203) 933-1640
dbjr5946@snet.net

Bill Sargent
 Treasurer
 Reunion 

Chairman
 Ship Store

Bill Sargent  (72-74)
611 Dozier Rd
Ardmore, AL   35739-9588
 (256) 420-6753
bcsargent@ardmore.net

Ron Stevens
 Secretary
 Membership 

Chairman

Ron Stevens Sr.  (61-64)
1327 Leona St
Santa Maria, CA   93454
 (805) 922-3151
ronbo55@aol.com

Mike Oerther
 Member at 

Large

Mike Oerther (68-70)
725 Winterhaven Lane
Frankfort, KY 40601-8635
 (502) 330-0641
michaelocpi@gmail.com

Ted Unser
 Newsletter
 Historian 

Ted Unser  (64-67)
606 Riverwood Pass
Dallas, GA   30157
 (770) 443-9458
tedunser@hotmail.com

mailto:tedunser@hotmail.com
mailto:bcsargent@ardmore.net
mailto:mpindell@bellsouth.net
mailto:bcsargent@ardmore.net
mailto:ronbo55@aol.com
mailto:michaelocpi@gmail.com
mailto:tedunser@hotmail.com
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DesVets / Tin Can Sailors

     DesVets, the Destroyer Veterans Association, 
commonly referred to as Tin Can Sailors, is an 
organization for, and about destroyer sailors. 
     As stated on their website, their purpose is: 
1. To educate and broaden the public's 

understanding of the contribution made by 
destroyers and those who served aboard them 
and to promote and to preserve destroyer 
history.

2. To support today's destroyer Navy and 
encourage understanding of its importance and 
mission.

3. To promote camaraderie among our members 
through many events, our magazine, library, 
website, social media and by facilitating 
reunions of former shipmates. 

     DesVets like many reunion groups has seen a 
steady decline in membership over the years.  
Their website has an incredible amount of 
information and their quarterly magazine has 
approximately 60 pages of interesting articles.  
Below is taken from the “Why Should I Join” page 
on their website: 

You'll receive a great
64 page magazine four 

times a year.

You can attend our 
many events across 

the country.

You will be helping to 
support 

seven museum/memorial 
ships that serve as 

memorials to sailors.

Tin Can Sailors is 
recognized by the IRS 

under Section 
501(c)(3), therefore, 
contributions to Tin 

Can Sailors may be tax 
deductible.

You'll receive free or 
reduced price admission 

to many ships and 
maritime museums of 

the Historic Fleet.

We offer a money-back 
guarantee on 
membership 

contributions and 
Ship's Store 

purchases. You 
can'lose

Check out their webstie: destroyers.org. 
It is well worth your time. 

USS Orleck Latest News
     The plan to move the USS Orleck to 
Jacksonville as a museum ship is progressing well. 
     The latest news on Facebook is that the Orleck 
has been: 

 Dry-docked 
 Verified able to be towed to Jacksonville. 
 Bow repaired and hull patched 
 Sandblasted and painting started 

Related websites: 
USS Orleck Museum 

https://orleck.org/
USS Orleck Association 

https://www.ussorleck.com
Jacksonville Naval Museum 

https://www.jaxnavalmuseum.org/museum/
Historical Naval Ship Association 

https://www.hnsa.org

     The USS Orleck should be open for visitors by 
our next reunion and we should consider that when 
voting at this reunion’s general meeting.

Service Reactions

Service reaction to finding a scorpion in your tent: 

Navy – Use it to play a prank on a shipmate. 

Army – Kill it with your boot. 

Marine – Rip its head off and eat it. 

Air Force – Call room service and ask why they put 
a tent in your room. 

http://www.destroyers.org/events/events.htm
http://www.destroyers.org/about%20TCS/memorial-ships.htm
http://www.destroyers.org/about%20TCS/memorial-ships.htm
http://www.destroyers.org/about%20TCS/free-reduced-ship-list.htm
http://www.destroyers.org/
https://orleck.org/
https://www.ussorleck.com/
https://www.jaxnavalmuseum.org/museum/
https://www.hnsa.org/
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Ship Comparison 

FYI - Space Force Ranks 
This has nothing to do with the Sampson or even the Navy but I thought it might interest you 
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Sampson Reunion Registration Form 

                     Cell: _____________________  Email: _______________________________________________ 
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